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Windborne Debris Protection 
 
Code: 2006 Residential Code Date: November 30, 2007 
Section: R301.2.1.2 
 
Question:   
Is windborne debris protection required for windows, doors and glazing in exterior walls of coastal 
dwellings? 
 
Answer: 
Yes.  See illustrations on next page for requirements. 
 
 
 
Question: 
For an existing dwelling, are windows that are replaced required to be protected? 
 
Answer: 
Yes, the windows that are replaced must comply with the current code requirements.  However, existing 
windows that are not being altered or replaced may remain as installed originally as permitted. 
 
 
 
Question: 
If the dwelling is added to, such as a sunroom, bathroom, bedroom, etc, it is required to bring the whole 
building up to code? 
 
Answer: 
No, the new addition must comply with the current code requirements.  The unaffected existing portion of 
the building may remain as-is, assuming it complied with the code under which it was originally built.  
 
 










