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View of the Duck Soundside Boardwalk looking southward from The Waterfront Shops 

At the beginning of the 2011 summer season, the northern extension of the Town’s 

Soundside Boardwalk was completed and open for all to enjoy.  Work on the southern 

portions of the project will begin later this fall.  

The Soundside Boardwalk Project is an initiative to link the properties on the Currituck 

Sound in the Town’s Village Commercial Area (from the Aqua Restaurant & Spa to The 

Waterfront Shops) with a 10-foot wide boardwalk.  The boardwalk offers public access to 

the sound, and also provides a pedestrian alternative to the Duck Trail which is located 

along Duck Road (NC 12).  

When completed, the entire project is expected to span 3,413 linear feet (0.65 miles).  

Previously, the Town constructed 951 linear feet of this project as part of the Duck Town 

Park development.  The northern extension adds 1,459 linear feet of new boardwalk.  The 

newly-added portion of the boardwalk connects the northern end of the Duck Town Park 

boardwalk to a structure that is located behind Nags Head Hammocks and the Duck   

United Methodist Church.  It then continues to Wee Winks Square and ends at The     

Waterfront Shops.  The northern extension of the boardwalk was fully funded by grant 

monies totaling $437,588, and awarded to the Town by the Dare County Tourism Board 

and the North Carolina Parks and Recreation Trust Fund. 

Continued on page 5. 

Northern Extension of Soundside Boardwalk Complete 
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5th Annual Duck Jazz Festival Set for Sunday, October 9, 2011 

The Duck Jazz Festival is set for Sunday, October 9, 

2011.  Adrian Crutchfield will return this year to co-host 

and perform at this free, all-day event.  The festival is 

scheduled to begin 11:00 a.m., with gates set to open at 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Scheduled to appear at this year’s festival are:* 

 11:00 a.m.: The Kirsten Thien Band 

 12:15 p.m.:  Adrian Crutchfield  

 2:15 p.m.:    TIZER featuring  
  Chieli Minucci & Karen Briggs   

 4:15 p.m.:   Soul Rebels Brass Band 
 

*The performers, order of performance, and performance times are 

subject to change due to weather conditions and venue/performer 

requirements. 
 

The Duck Jazz Festival will be held on the Duck       

Gazebo Stage in the Duck Town Park, 1200 Duck 

Road, with lawn seating on the Town Green. It is a rain 

or shine event.  
 

Picnics, beverages, chairs, and blankets are 

encouraged.  No beach umbrellas or tents are permitted 

at the event. Food and drinks will be available to 

purchase; and chairs to rent. Off-site shuttle parking will 

be available for $5 round trip per person. (Site to be 

determined and announced soon.) 
 

Duck Jazz Festival merchandise and artist CD’s may be 

purchased at the event. Only cash or check will be   

accepted with  appropriate identification. 5th Annual 

Duck Jazz Festival T-shirts will be available at the event 

beginning at 11:00 a.m., and are not available for pre-

sale. The only Jazz Festival merchandise that is 

available for pre-sale is the poster (located to the right) 

which is $8.00, plus $6.00 for  shipping and handling.  

To purchase the poster, contact the Town of Duck at                  

info@townofduck.com, or stop in the office at 1240 

Duck Road, Suite 106 (The Waterfront Shops) during 

regular business hours, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 

through Friday. There is a limited supply of prior years’         

merchandise available at the Town Office as well.   
 

For the most up-to-the-minute Jazz Festival and    

weekend event schedule, please visit duckjazz.com; fan 

the Duck Jazz Festival on Facebook; follow the Duck 

Jazz Festival on Twitter; or call the Town Events Hotline 

at (252) 255-1286. 

mailto:info@townofduck.com
http://www.duckjazz.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DuckJazzFestival
http://twitter.com/#!/DuckJazzFest
http://twitter.com/#!/DuckJazzFest
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Charlotte-based Jazz musician Adrian Crutchfield is set to co-host the 5th Annual Duck Jazz Festival on Sunday, 

October 9, 2011, at the Duck Town Park. Crutchfield performed at the 2010 Duck Jazz Festival and will be taking 

the stage for this year’s show as well. He will also appear and play at 

various locations throughout Town beginning on Friday, October 7, 

2011. (Visit duckjazz.com for specifics.) 

TIZER featuring Chieli Minucci and Karen Briggs is the ultimate jazz 

super group.  Keyboardist Lao Tizer captivates audiences of all ages 

and musical tastes, and has been proclaimed “an independent artist 

with all the right moves” and “a torchbearer for the new generation of 

contemporary jazz”.  He is a “Best New Jazz Artist” nominee and has 

appeared at many premier venues including Universal Studios 

Hollywood, Disneyland, and Fisherman’s Wharf San Francisco.  Tizer 

has graced the stage at events alongside artists including: the late 

Isaac Hayes, George Benson, The Commodores, Bruce Hornsby, 

Jethro Tull, and many more.  Tizer’s recordings have sold over 90,000 

copies and have received acclaim in the industry’s most respected 

publications, and his music can be heard on the airwaves worldwide. 

Guitarist Chieli Minucci hails from New York City and is best known as the leader of the Grammy-nominated     

contemporary jazz group Special EFX, which formed in 1982.  Together, Minucci and Special EFX have recorded a 

combined 26 albums, which include eight solo releases, and a live concert DVD.  Minucci has recorded and         

performed with top pop artists such as Celine Dion and Lionel Richie, as well as jazz artists Kim Waters (2009 Duck 

Jazz Festival Headliner), Marion Meadows, Bobby Caldwell, and many others.  Minucci is also a composer for    

television and film, having won three Daytime Emmy Awards for his work on CBS’s The Guiding Light and has    

written theme music for such well-known shows as Good Morning America and Access Hollywood. 

Violinist Karen Briggs is no stranger to the East Coast as she was born in New York City and grew up in          

Portsmouth, Virginia.  After graduating from Norfolk State University, she spent four years performing with the    

Virginia Symphony Orchestra.  In 1991, Briggs auditioned for Yanni and spent the next 13 years touring and 

recording with him.  The Ethnicity Tour of 2004 marked her last with Yanni.  Briggs’ music has been on many 

television and movie soundtracks and she has performed at such well-known venues such as Carnegie Hall, 

Harlem’s Apollo  Theater, and The Kennedy Center.   Briggs has a natural ability to improvise in various styles of 

music including jazz ensemble, symphonic orchestra, Latin orquesta, gospel, and R&B.  Together, these talented 

musicians form a dynamic group with an unforgettable sound and have performed to audiences worldwide and 

throughout the United States, including the Newport Beach Jazz Festival, the Berks Jazz Festival, and now our very 

5th Annual Duck Jazz Festival Artists 

TIZER featuring                                            

Chieli Minucci & Karen Briggs 

http://www.duckjazz.com/
http://www.laotizer.com/
http://www.chielimusic.com/index2010.html
http://www.myspace.com/karenbriggs
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Adrian Crutchfield: As this year’s co-host, Crutchfield will be involved in many 
pre-festival events leading up to the day of the Jazz Festival.  These activities 
include conducting a master jazz class for local high school students, as well as 
appearing and performing at local Duck venues. Crutchfield is mostly known for 
his neo-soul sound. His  timbre creates music in a variety of genres including 
jazz, funk, Latin, and rock. Crutchfield, a saxophone aficionado, has been     
playing since he was four years old.  He has performed with many internationally
-known artists, including Kim Waters, Alex Bugnon, Branford Marsalis, and the 
legendary Gap Band.  Crutchfield’s latest album “Private Party” is by far one of 
his best albums yet.  He is currently in the studio working on his next album. 
With his raw talent and passion for jazz, Crutchfield is sure to become one of his 
generation’s most prolific and successful professional musicians. 
 

Soul Rebels Brass Band: Imagine blending the sounds of Mardi Gras funk, 
soft rock, and reggae so seamlessly it defies category. Now shrink that idea into 
a seven-piece ensemble, add a hip hop sensibility plus a hundred years of New 
Orleans Jazz tradition, and you get the Louisiana sound known as The Soul   
Rebels. Following the devastation that Hurricane Katrina brought to their home, 
the group embarked on a reformation of purpose.  Their most recent album, 
“There’s No Place Like Home” is a soulful tribute to New Orleans Jazz and    
culture.   Also, their much anticipated album “Unlock Your Mind” will be released 

in the United 
Kingdom this September and in the United States in 
January 2012.   Averaging around 250 shows per 
year, the Soul Rebels have brought the party to 
stages as far away as South Africa and Europe, 
playing some of the world’s best-known music 
events, including the New Orleans Jazz and         
Heritage Festival, Detroit Jazz Festival, and the 
Monterey Jazz Festival.  This summer, the Soul  
Rebels performed at the 2011 Essence Music 
Festival in New 
Orleans, which 
featured major     
recording artists 
such as Mary J. 
Blige, Macy 
Gray, and Trey 
Songz.  With 
their powerful 
and uplifting 
sound, these  
gifted musicians 

are guaranteed to bring a taste of New Orleans to the 
Duck Jazz Festival stage. 

The Kirsten Thien Band: The Kirsten Thien Band 
featuring fiery blues singer/guitarist Kirsten Thien of 
New York City has been wowing audiences across the 
United States.  Kirsten Thien’s soulful delivery of her 
insightful and sensual songs has earned her regular 
radio chart positions along with international press and 
radio airplay.  Comparisons abound, from Keb’ Mo’ to 
Sheryl Crow, but Thien has carved out her own unique 

Contemporary Blues sound.  Thien has three successful albums “She Really 
Is” (2003), “You’ve Got Me” (2006) and her newest album, “Delicious” (2010). 
Thien received the Abe Olman Award for Excellence in Songwriting in 2009.  With her soulful voice and powerful 
lyrics, Thien is sure to deliver an unforgettable performance. 

5th Annual Duck Jazz Festival Artists (cont’d from page 3) 

Co-Host Adrian Crutchfield 

Kirsten Thien  

Soul Rebels Brass Band 

duckjazz.com 

http://www.adriancrutchfield.com/
http://www.soulrebelsbrassband.com/
http://kirstenthien.com/
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Northern Extension of Soundside Boardwalk Complete (cont’d from page 1) 

The Town has also constructed a four slip, 130 foot 

long, transient use public boat pier at The Waterfront 

Shops as part of this project. 

Low voltage solar-powered LED (light-emitting diode) 

lights are in the process of being installed on the new 

northern extension of the boardwalk and on portions of 

the boardwalk within the Duck Town Park. 

Later this fall, it is anticipated that work will begin on the 

first section of the southern extension of the Soundside 

Boardwalk Project.  

The Town has been 

awarded a grant for this 

section from the North 

Carolina     Department 

of Environment and 

Natural    Resources in 

the amount of $179,000 

to construct an addi-

tional 562 linear feet of 

boardwalk.  This phase 

of the project will     

consist of the construc-

tion of additional      

boardwalk from the 

southern end of the 

Duck Town Park to an 

existing pier behind the 

super WINGS store, 

and will include       

connections to the 

Ocean Atlantic Rentals/

Sound Feet Shoes 

Property and The    Osprey Landing Shops.   

Solar lighting is also planned for this phase of the     

boardwalk project. 

As the Town Park and Boardwalk System is             

implemented, Town staff has been working on         

wayfaring signage to aid boardwalk and park users.  

Sample signage follows and will be installed soon.  

When visiting the Duck Town Park and Boardwalk, 

Public Boat Pier Solar Panels which will illuminate the Boardwalk 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/DuckTownPark
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Duck Town Hall and Community/Meeting Hall Construction Progressing 

The construction of the Duck Town Hall – Community/

Meeting Hall, which began in December of 2010, is      

progressing and is expected to be completed by the 

end of October 2011.   

The $2.2 million facility will house the Town’s           

administrative staff and provide meeting space for the 

Town Council and various boards and committees. It 

will also provide meeting space for the community and 

public restrooms to service the Duck Town Park. It is 

designed to be reminiscent of the coastal lifesaving   

stations, particularly the Caffey’s Inlet Lifesaving Station 

that was located in the Town of Duck and is now a part 

of the Sanderling Inn.   

The 7,941 square foot facility (5,715 square feet in the 

Town Hall and 2,226 square feet in the Community/

Meeting Hall) features exposed timber frame beams in 

the interior of both buildings and seamed metal roofing, 

cedar shake siding, wrap-around porches, dormers, a 

cupola, and a cis-

tern on the exterior 

of the buildings.  In 

addition, the facility 

includes energy 

efficient geo-

thermal heating and 

cooling, energy effi-

cient  windows and 

doors, structural 

insulated (SIPs) 

panels for the roof, 

and other energy 

saving    devices, 

such as self-

dimming light sen-

sors.   

 

It is anticipated that parts of the Town Hall – Communi-

ty/Meeting Hall will 

be utilized during 

the 5th Annual 

Duck Jazz Festival 

on Sunday, October 

9, 2011, and that 

the Town Adminis-

trative Offices will 

move from its cur-

rent  location at The   

Waterfront Shops in 

November of this 

year.  An Open 

House to celebrate 

the completion of 

the project is      

currently in the 

planning stages 

and a notice of its 

date will be adver-

tised in the coming months.   

 

Currently, two Town committees are working on other 

details related to the Town Hall – Community/Meeting 

Hall.  The Municipal Property Master Plan Advisory 

Committee (MP2AC) is developing use policies related 

to the meeting facilities in the buildings and the Wall 

Décor, Artwork, and   Memorabilia Committee is devel-

oping a plan for the display of items in the buildings.  If 

there are materials that you would like to make the 

Committee aware of, please contact the Town at in-

Town Hall Construction is progressing 

The Truss and Timber Frame Beams 

View of the 2nd Floor 

First Truss being installed 

mailto:info@townofduck.com
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Town Council Adopts FY 2012 Budget with One Cent Tax Increase  

After much deliberation, the Duck Town Council voted unanimously on June 15, 2011, to adopt a Fiscal Year     

(FY) 2012 Budget that includes a one cent ad valorem tax increase.  This increase raises the Town’s ad valorem 

tax (the tax on real and personal property) from $0.115 per $100 of assessed value to $0.125, which will result in an 

average tax increase per parcel of real property of $72 (median $58 and mode $45) and is expected to generate  

$213,884 in new revenue.   

 

The Council took this action after determining that a tax increase was necessary to lessen a loss in shared 

revenues.  The term “shared revenues” refers to occupancy, sales, and transfer taxes that are “shared” among 

Dare County and its municipalities based on each entity’s percentage of the total ad valorem taxes levied by each 

entity.   In FY 2011, the Towns of Manteo, Nags Head, and Southern Shores, as well as Dare County, all raised 

their ad valorem tax rates and thus, effective with the FY 2012 Budget, shared revenues returned to Duck will drop 

significantly resulting in a loss of estimated revenue to the Town of Duck of $154,495.  For FY 2012, the Town of 

Nags Head and the Town of Kill Devil Hills both raised their ad valorem tax rates, which will again impact the 

amount of shared revenues returned to the Town.  Without a tax increase, the Town would have been faced with a 

loss in shared revenue of approximately $250,000 in FY 2013, when compared to FY 2011 totals.  With the tax 

increase, this $250,000 loss in shared revenue will be lessened to a more manageable estimated loss of revenue of 

$112,000.  

 

Questions related to the FY 2012 Budget should be directed to Christopher Layton, Town Manager at 

clayton@townofduck.com.  For the complete FY 2012 Budget, visit townofduck.com. 

Except for shared revenues as mentioned previously, the Town’s revenue sources have been, and are expected to 

remain, relatively stable for FY 2012.  Ad valorem taxes levied by the Town remain strong with high collection rates.  

In spite of the continuation of a slow economy, the Town achieved a collection rate of 99.35% in the most recent 

audited collection period.  It is anticipated that the one cent tax rate increase will generate an additional $213,884 in 

ad valorem taxes for the Town in FY 2012, offsetting the loss in shared revenues and allowing a direct appropriation 

of $117,551 into the Town’s undesignated fund balance.  Assessed values for Town property, upon which ad 

valorem tax rates are applied to produce the levy, increased .17% for FY 2011.  Total assessed values are 

expected to increase slightly again during the FY 2012 tax period by an estimated .2%   

 

The remaining revenues available to the Town of Duck for FY 2012 are expected to remain stable or increase 

slightly.  Of these, the most notable is the category of permits and fees, which includes building permits, inspection 

fees, and other permits, such as land disturbance and CAMA fees.  Revenue in this category is expected to 

increase 5.69% during FY 2012 when compared to the FY 2011 Amended Budget.  This increase will come from an 

anticipated increase in building permit fees and inspection fees, which are expected to increase by 4.82% and 

27.27%, respectively, when compared to the FY 2011 Amended Budget. The Other Permits line item is expected to 

decrease 16.67%. 

 

Overall, even with the one cent tax rate increase, revenues for the Town of Duck will increase by only 1.46% for FY 

2012 due to the loss of shared revenue (when non-recurring revenues such a grants and debt proceeds are 

cleansed from the data).  While certain revenues have remained stubbornly stable over the last several years, and 

are projected to remain relatively stable into the near future, the loss of shared revenue due to tax rate increases by 

the other towns and Dare County is not easily overcome and continued losses to this revenue source may require 

additional future action by the Town Council.  The chart on the next page shows the importance of shared revenues 

to the overall revenue of the Town. 

 

Continued on page 8. 

Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Revenue Review 

mailto:clayton@townofduck.com
http://www.townofduck.com/
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Town of Duck Budget Overview for Fiscal Year 2011-2012 (cont’d from page 7) 

Overall, expenditures for FY 2012 are expected to decrease 26.66% when compared to the FY 2011 Amended 

Budget.  However, this dramatic decrease is largely the result of one-time revenue sources reflected in the FY 

2011 Amended Budget related to grants for the construction of the boardwalk and debt proceeds.  When 

adjusted to reflect actual 2011 expenditures comparable to the proposed FY 2012 Budget, expenditures are 

expected to decline by a slight -0.23%.   

 

As originally proposed, the FY 2012 Budget would have required cuts of $402,079 from requested budget 

spending to achieve a balanced budget.   The budget, as originally proposed, cut spending in many areas and 

delayed the purchase of many Capital Improvements Program (CIP) items.  To highlight briefly, the following cuts 

were originally proposed to achieve the balanced budget: employee merit pay increases was reduced from 3% to 

1.5% (-$24,398); the Town newsletter was reduced from four issues to two issues per year (-$6,485); the 

Community Improvement Grants were eliminated (-$20,000); the proposed receptionist position that was planned 

to be filled on January 1, 2012 was cut (-$31,180); the amount available for P.R./Events interns was cut              

(-$7,950); improvements to the Public Safety Building were eliminated (-$23,000); software and other information 

technology items was eliminated (-$11,826); all Police Department (CIP) items were eliminated (-$31,500); all 

Fire Department CIP items were eliminated (-$30,500); the engineering and construction related to stormwater 

improvements was eliminated (-$23,000); the sanitation budget was reduced (-$19,000); funding for events was 

reduced (-$28,500); the replacement of computers in certain departments was eliminated (-$8,300), and the 

contingency fund was eliminated (-$75,000).  In all, these items represent $340,639 of the $402,079 in necessary 

cuts.  The remaining $61,440 in cuts was achieved by the reduction of specific operational line item requests 

throughout the requested budget.  With the tax rate increase of one cent approved by the Town Council, and the 

estimated $213,884 in additional revenue that is expected to accompany the increase, several items were able to 

Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Revenue Sources 

Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Expenditure Review 
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Town of Duck Budget Overview for Fiscal Year 2011- 2012 (cont’d from page 8) 

be added back into the budget.  These include: an additional 1.5% in available merit bonuses for Town employees 

($21,496), match for a grant for the Police Department to purchase a Segway ($2,737), funding for Fire Department 

CIP items ($14,000 for SCBA equipment, $10,500 for turnout gear, $6,000 for hose), funding for stormwater 

improvements ($23,000), and funding for the contingency fund ($75,000).  In addition, a direct appropriation of 

$117,551 is anticipated to be made into the Town’s undesignated fund balance. 
  
The Town of Duck uses its revenue sources to fund a variety of services.  For FY 2012, the majority of the Town’s 

revenues (40%) are used to fund Public Safety related expenditures.  Public Safety expenditures include the Police 

and Fire Departments, Building Inspections, and Ocean Rescue.  This is followed by General Government 

expenditures (Governing Body, Administration, Finance, Legal, and Public Buildings, including debt service on the 

Town Hall-Community/Meeting Hall) at 19%.   Sanitation expenditures, i.e. residential and commercial solid waste 

collection and disposal and recycling, are next at 18%.  Cultural and Recreational (the Town Park, including debt 

service on the property) is next at 11%.  Rounding out the list are expenditures related to Economic and Physical 

Development (the Department of Community Development) and Budgetary Accounting (contingency and fund 

balance) at 4%; Streets and Highways, that is, the maintenance of the Duck Trail at 2%; and Capital Outlay (the 

funding associated with the beach erosion study) and Information Technology account for 1% of total expenditures. 
 

Other Expenditure Highlights: 

Employees: The Town of Duck currently employs 20 full-time employees.  For FY 2012, employee costs are 

estimated to comprise 32% of the Town’s overall expenditures.  A 1.5% merit increase for all employees is 

budgeted plus a merit bonus of up to an additional 1.5%, as well as a 10% increase for medical insurance. 
 

Debt Service:  The Town currently holds debt related to several items, including the purchase of the Town Property 

($4.5 million, entered into in 2003); the Town Hall/Town Park Property ($1.25 million, entered into in 2006, 

refinanced in 2010); the construction of the Town Hall-Community/Meeting Hall ($2 million, entered into in 2010); 

the purchase of 800 MHz radios and equipment, and three police vehicles ($379,937, entered into in 2010); and the 

purchase of three vehicles ($105,000, entered into in 2009).  Debt service on these items for FY 2012 is $802,139 

or 17% of the Town’s total anticipated expenditures for FY 2012. 

Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Expenditures 
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New Online Permitting Application Launched 

Remember that any development, including building 

construction, septic installation or repair, filling and 

grading activity, installation of a pool, and work required 

to be performed by licensed trade professionals (i.e. 

plumbing, electrical, mechanical) requires a permit to be 

issued by the Town of Duck Department of Community 

Development.   
 

As always, Town staff is available to provide information 

on permitting requirements and to discuss project 

requirements, including an on-site review.  For more 

information on the Town’s new online permitting 

application, including how to obtain a user name and 

password for an online account, please e-mail us at 

zoning@townofduck.com or call (252) 255-1234.  
 

To find out more out the Town of Duck Department of 

Community Development, visit: 

 http://www.townofduck.com/planningzoning.htm. 
 

Staff include:  Director of Community Development 

Andy Garman; Building Inspector Cory Tate; and Permit 

Coordinator/CAMA LPO Sandy Cross. 

 

The Department of Community Development has 

recently launched a new online permitting application: 

duckpermits.com. The software can be used by 

homeowners, business owners, and contractors who 

are planning new building or renovation projects. 
 

Use of the system will expedite permit review and 

approval time since the electronic permit information is 

automatically entered into the system and can be more 

quickly routed for review by staff. Note that construction 

plans, surveys, and other supporting documents will still 

need to be delivered to the Town Office for review and 

filing. 
 

As the permit is reviewed by staff, the status of the 

application will be updated and it can then be viewed by 

clicking on “view my requests” on the sidebar of the 

online portal.  This page will also show all open permits, 

as well as activities associated with the account, status 

of permit applications, and real-time inspection results. 

In the near future, the ability to submit online inspection 

requests will be added as a new feature.  This will allow 

the user to select an inspection type, and to request the 

desired inspection date and time. 

Website: townofduck.com  ~ Facebook: Town of Duck ~ Twitter: DuckPR 

Department of 

Community 

Development 

duckpermits.com 

mailto:zoning@townofduck.com
http://www.townofduck.com/planningzoning.htm
http://www.duckpermits.com


 

Page 11 

Looking Back at Duck’s 2011 Summer Events 
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The 2011 Duck Summer Event Season was the most successful ever with record-setting attendance and sold out 
shows. The season began in late June and ended in mid August.  The schedule included a newly-added singer/
songwriter series, morning musical theater, a family magic show, children’s story time, and our popular summer 
evening music series.  The 2012 event schedule will be announced soon on townofduck.com and on the Town’s 
Facebook page:  Town of Duck.  Following are some images from the 2011 Summer Events Season. 

http://www.townofduck.com
https://www.facebook.com/townofduck
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Our 7th Annual 4th of July Parade Festivities & Award Winners! 
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More than 7,000 spectators flocked to the Town of Duck to celebrate the 4th of July and attend the Town’s 7th 
Annual Parade and community celebration.  This year, over 1,000 people participated in the parade and over 100 
participated in the “Event of a Lifetime” spontaneous dance held at the Town Park following the parade. 

Hon. Allan Beres, former Mayor Pro Tempore of the Town of Duck, member of the Duck Incorporation Committee, 
former member of the Duck Volunteer Fire Department, and prominent community member, served as this year’s 
Parade Grand Marshal. Awards for the best entries in several categories were announced at the after-event.  2011 
Parade Entry Award Winners were:  Mayor’s Award: Ships Watch Association, Inc.; Spirit Award: First Flight 
Cruisers; Best Local Business:  Kellogg Supply/The Cottage Shops and Sound Feet Shoes; and Best Subdivision: 
Sea Ridge.   A special entry this year was World War II Veteran Wayne P. Craig from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Be sure to mark your calendars now for the 2012 parade, scheduled for Wednesday, July 4, 2012 at 9:00 a.m.!          

Photos courtesy of Beverly Bruck. 
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Fire Department Launches New Program for Homeowners & Businesses 

The Duck Volunteer Fire Department (DVFD) has     

implemented a new program for Town of Duck 

homeowners and businesses.  This program is based 

on the installation of a small, wall-mounted safe in a 

secure area on the property which holds entry keys. 

For instance, if there is an emergency where a smoke 

detector or alarm is activated in the middle of the night, 

while the house or business is unoccupied, or at any 

other time when there is no one readily available to 

contact, the Duck VFD would be able to use a master 

key to open the small, wall–mounted box containing the 

entry key.  This would allow the Duck Volunteer Fire 

Department to enter the building quickly, and would 

greatly minimize damage to the structure that would 

occur if the Duck VFD would need to gain entry by 

breaking windows or doors. This device is also ideal for 

those home alone who may have an emergency and 

can’t get to the door to unlock it for emergency 

responders. 

This system provides for a master key to be held by the 

Duck VFD to access those choosing to use the service.  

Only limited personnel will have access through a 

secure tracking system. 

So instead of doing this when there is an emergency 

when no one is available: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Duck VFD would be able do this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Duck VFD is using the KNOX-BOX® Company as 

the vendor for these wall-mounted key safes.  The 

models chosen are the KNOX-BOX® 1650 Residential 

for residences and the KNOX-BOX® 3200 Series for 

commercial installation. Prices range from a little over 

$200 to a little over $300, plus shipping and handling for 

the box. The KNOX-BOX® System can only be ordered 

from the KNOX-BOX® website at http://knoxbox.com/. 

If you are interested in purchasing, follow these steps: 

1. Go to http://knoxbox.com/. 

2. Under online purchase, click on KNOX-BOX® 1650 

Residential for residential or KNOX-BOX® 3200 

Series for commercial. 

3. Enter zip code and select Duck Fire, or enter Duck 

Fire and then hit “Select”. This is very important. 

You must select Duck Fire Department to receive 

the correct item. 

4. Add item to cart. 

5. Enter installation address. 

6. Click save address. 

7. Click checkout. 

8. Create new customer information. 

9. Complete checkout process. 

The KNOX-BOX® will be shipped to the Duck VFD 

upon which an installation date and time will be 

coordinated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For questions or assistance with ordering, please call 

the Duck VFD at (252) 261-3929 or e-mail at 

fireinfo@townofduck.com.  There is a KNOX-BOX® 

sample located at the Duck Volunteer Fire Department 

at 1259 Duck Road that can be viewed to see how it 

works and how it would be installed.   

 

KNOX-BOX®  Being Installed  

KNOX-BOX®%20System
http://knoxbox.com/
mailto:fireinfo@townofduck.com
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Town of Duck Wins Two Awards 

The Town of Duck was recently recognized by the 

North Carolina Coastal Federation (NCCF) with its 2010 

Local Government of the Year Award.  The award was 

accepted by Mayor Dave Wessel. 
 

The NCCF recognized the Town Council for its action 

banning sand bags as a means of controlling 

oceanfront erosion.  The Town of Duck is the first 

municipality in North Carolina to take this action. 
 

The Town Council has followed up its sand bag ban 

with amendments to Town ordinances which make it 

easier for oceanfront property owners to move 

structures back from eroding beaches.  The new 

regulations ease normal setback, parking, and drive 

aisle requirements.  The Town has also begun a 

shoreline management erosion study. 
 

Visit, http://www.townofduck.com/ordinances.htm to 

view the specific ordinances.   

 

The second award was presented to the Town of Duck 

by the Dare County Arts Council at an awards 

ceremony held on June 5, 2011.  Duck was recognized 

for “Creativity & Innovation in a Municipality”, in 

particular for the Duck Jazz Festival and the Town’s 

support of the arts.  This is the second time that the 

Town of Duck has been recognized by the Dare County 

Arts Council for presenting, supporting, and expanding 

arts and music programming within the county, and in 

particular, within Duck. 

 

Mayor Wessel receiving                                                  

Local Government of Year Award from NCCF 

Contributions Being Sought For 
Duck Jazz Festival Workshops 

Contributions for the Duck Jazz Festival Educational 

Workshops are now being accepted.   
 

Nationally-known jazz performer, Adrian Crutchfield, will 

share tips and have jam sessions with First Flight and 

Manteo High School Jazz Band members on Friday, 

October 7, 2011.  Students will have a unique 

opportunity to take part in a question and answer 

session and work on a musical composition with 

Crutchfield, known for his neo-soul and jazz sound.   
 

Any size contributions are welcome and appreciated.   
 

To assist with this educational outreach portion of the 

Duck Jazz Festival, please make checks payable to the 

Outer Banks Community Foundation and include: "Duck 

Jazz Festival Fund" in the memo line.  Donations 

should be mailed to Outer Banks Community 

Foundation, 13 Skyline Road, Southern Shores, North 

Carolina 27949. Contributions made through the Outer 

Banks Community Foundation are tax deductible. 

Contributors will be recognized in the Duck Jazz 

Festival brochure.  

Duck’s Social Media 

The Town of Duck strives to provide stakeholders with 

a variety of communications tools.  To this end, a 

number of online sites and services are available which 

provide information regarding the Town and its 

services, meetings, and events.  These are set up so 

that anyone can utilize any, or all of them, based upon 

user preference. 
 

General Information, Event Updates, Photos, etc.: 

Website:    townofduck.com 

Facebook Fan Pages:   Town of Duck 

   Duck Jazz Festival 

Twitter:   DuckPR & Duck Jazz Festival 

YouTube:  DuckPR 

Newsblog:  http://townofduck.com/news/ 

Nixle Sign Up Page: http://www.nixle.com/ 

 

To Check In While You Are Here: 

Facebook Place Pages:  Duck Town Park & Boardwalk, 

Duck Town Beach, Duck Amphitheater, Duck Town 

Green 
 

Foursquare Place Pages:  Town of Duck, Duck Town 

Park 

http://www.townofduck.com/ordinances.htm
http://www.townofduck.com/jazzfestival.htm
http://www.adriancrutchfield.com/
http://www.obcf.org/home.htm
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New Legal Requirements for Property Owners Acting as General Contractor 

Facebook: Town of Duck  

Twitter: DuckPR 

YouTube: DuckPR 

Nixle: http://www.nixle.com/ 

The 2011 North Carolina General Assembly enacted 

legislation imposing new requirements for building 

projects supervised by a property owner acting as a 

general contractor. The new requirements went into 

effect on June 27, 2011 and now apply to all owner-

contractor projects. The information below summarizes 

the new requirements.  

 

North Carolina law currently requires any building 

construction or alteration project costing $30,000 or 

more to be supervised and managed by a general 

contractor licensed in this state. Exempt from this 

requirement are building construction projects where 

the property owner intends to solely occupy the building 

being altered or built on his own property. If the building 

is not occupied solely by the property owner for at least 

12 months following completion of the project, the 

property owner is no longer legally entitled to claim the 

owner-contractor exemption, and North Carolina 

General Statutes would require the building inspector to 

revoke the certificate of occupancy. 

 

If the property owner meets these criteria, he or she 

can act as general contractor and perform the duty of 

superintending the construction project, and is exempt 

from the requirement of hiring a licensed general 

contractor. However, the law does not allow the 

property owner to obtain a building permit under this 

exemption and then delegate his duty to superintend 

the construction project to an unlicensed person. This 

duty can only be delegated to a general contractor 

licensed in North Carolina. 

 

The new legislation is intended to help ensure that 

building construction and alteration projects that are 

required to be managed by a licensed general 

contractor are not being superintended by unlicensed 

persons who are not eligible to do so under the owner-

contractor exemption. This exemption applies to 

building alteration or construction projects on property 

owned by individuals as well as firms and corporations.  

 

These requirements do not change the eligibility criteria 

under which a property owner qualifies for the owner-

contractor exemption. Instead, the legislation modifies 

the general statutes to now require a property owner 

who wishes to act as his own general contractor to 

submit an affidavit to the local building inspector 

verifying his eligibility for the owner-contractor 

exemption. The person executing the affidavit must 

attest to three facts: 

  

1. The person is the owner of the property on which 

the building is being constructed or altered, or, if 

the property is owned by a firm or corporation, the 

person is legally authorized to act on the firm or 

corporation’s behalf; 

2. The person will personally superintend and manage 

all aspects of the construction or alteration of the 

building, and that he will not delegate this duty to 

any other person who is not a licensed general 

contractor; and  

3. The person will be personally present for all 

building inspections required under the North 

Carolina State Building Code (this last requirement 

does not apply if the plans for the building were 

drawn and sealed by a licensed architect).  

 

The local building inspector is required to submit the 

affidavit to the North Carolina Licensing Board for 

General Contractors for verification that the property 

owner is eligible to act as his own general contractor 

under the exemption to G.S. 87-1. If the Board 

determines that the property owner is not eligible for the 

exemption, the building permit issued for the 

construction project must be revoked. In addition, local 

building inspectors are prohibited from conducting 

building inspections during construction if the property 

owner is not personally present during the inspection 

(this prohibition does not apply if the building plans 

were drawn and sealed by a licensed architect). 

 

If you require more information, or have questions 

regarding these new regulations, contact Town of Duck 

Building Inspector Cory Tate at (252) 255-1234 or 

ctate@townofduck.com. 

mailto:ctate@townofduck.com
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Upcoming Meetings and Events 

Town Council: Council meets the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. and the 

3rd Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. (as needed)  in the Town Offices.  

Planning Board: The Planning Board meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 

6:30 p.m. in the Town Offices, with additional meetings scheduled as needed. 

Jazz Festival:  The First Annual Duck Jazz Festival is on Sunday, October 7 
from noon to 5 p.m. on the Duck Town Park stage. 

Bulk Waste Pick-Up:  The Town’s fall bulk waste pick -up is scheduled for Friday, 
October 12, 2007. 

 

Town Office 

1240 Duck Road, Suite 106 
Waterfront Shops 
(mailing address) 

P.O. Box 8369  
Duck, NC 27949 

Phone: (252) 255-1234 
Events Hotline:  
(252) 255-1286 

Fax: (252) 255-1236 
E-mail: info@townofduck.com 

Website: townofduck.com 

Facebook: Town of Duck 

Twitter: DuckPR 

YouTube: DuckPR 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

     

Website: The Town of Duck’s website is townofduck.com.  It contains information    

regarding Town meetings, events, ordinances, zoning requirements, and services.  The 

website also provides easy-to-find information for our homeowners, business owners, 

property owners, visitors, builders, and developers. 

E-mail List: The Town of Duck maintains an e-mail list which provides timely updates 

on meetings, information, events, and other news that occurs between the printings of 

this newsletter.  To be added to our list, please visit our website at townofduck.com, 

click on “Subscribe to E-Mail News” button at the bottom of the sidebar on the left, and 

use the automated form to subscribe. 

Town Website and Subscriber List 

Upcoming Meetings and Events 

Jazz Festival: The Duck Jazz Festival is on Sunday, October 9, 2011 at 11:00 a.m., 
with gates opening at approximately 10:00 a.m. at the Duck Town Park, 1200 Duck 
Road. For more information, visit page 2 of this newsletter. 
 

Town Council: Council meets the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. and the 
3rd Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. (as needed) in the Town Office.  
 

Planning Board: The Planning Board meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. in the Town Office, with additional meetings scheduled as needed. 
 

Bulk Waste Pick-Up: The semi-annual bulk waste collection is scheduled for Friday, 
October 14, 2011. For additional information, visit http://www.townofduck.com/
waste_bulk.htm. 
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