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The Town of Duck joined the Community Rating 
System (CRS) in 2011. 
 
Participation in the CRS allows communities to 
receive a discount on flood insurance policies for 
enacting standards that are more stringent than 
the minimum requirements of the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). 



When Duck entered the CRS, the Insurance 
Services Office (ISO) determined that current 
flood damage prevention activities qualified the 
Town for 1557 credit points. 
 
This gave the Town a Class 7 rating in the CRS, 
which qualifies non-preferred rate flood 
insurance policy holders for a 15% discount on 
flood insurance premiums. 



Credit Points Class Discount 

4500+ 1 45% 

4000-4499 2 40% 

3500-3999 3 35% 

3000-3499 4 30% 

2500-2999 5 25% 

2000-2499 6 20% 

1500-1999 7 15% 

1000-1499 8 10% 

500-999 9 5% 

0-499 10 0% 



The NFIP currently owes the U.S. Treasury over 
$27 billion. 
 
Given this fact, Congress has undertaken 
measures in recent years to shift more of the 
responsibility for repaying these funds on flood 
insurance policy holders (BW-12).  



Additionally, Congress modified the regulations 
governing the CRS, making it more difficult to 
obtain discounts. 
 
The end result is that in the future, communities 
will be required to enact more stringent 
regulations in order to maintain the current class 
status.  



The Town of Duck will be re-evaluated by the new 
CRS standards in 2015, for re-certification in 2016. 
The Town will lose approximately 250 credit points 
for items that we qualify for now, but will not 
qualify for under the updated standards. 
 
If the Town decides to maintain the standards set 
forth in the current Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance, we will drop from a Class 7 to a Class 8. 
 
 



If the Town wants to gain credit to better the CRS 
class rating, we will need to enact more stringent 
standards. 
 
This would mean picking up approximately 750 
credit points total in order to go to a Class 6. 
 
(250 points to regain losses from regulation 
changes, and 500 points to move up one class). 



Possibilities: 
How to gain more credit? 



The Town of Duck currently has a 1 foot 
freeboard requirement in the flood damage 
prevention ordinance.  
 
No additional credit is given for this freeboard 
currently because the 1 foot freeboard is also 
required by the building code. 



The North Carolina Building Code Council has 
repealed the freeboard requirement from the NC 
Building Code (Effective March 2014). 
 
This means the Town will get additional credit for 
having freeboard during the next CRS re-
evaluation provided the freeboard requirement 
remains in the flood damage prevention 
ordinance.  



One foot freeboard = 100  Points (current standard) 
 

Two feet freeboard = 200 Points 
 

Three feet (or more) freeboard = 300 Points 



Enact cumulative standards for substantially 
damaged and substantially improved structures 

(5 Years): 
 

50 Points 



Require properties with wet flood-proofed 
enclosures to record non-conversion agreements 

with the Dare County Register of Deeds Office: 
 

90 Points. 



Limit ground-level enclosures in V-Zones (even 
with break-away walls) to 300 square feet 

maximum: 
 

100 Points 



Prohibit fill material in the Special Flood Hazard 
Area: 

 
280 Points 



Adopt more stringent construction standards 
for Coastal A Zones (extending V-Zone 

Requirements): 
 

650 Points. 



Discussion 


